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The Italian Chamber Gears up for Italy 2009! 

 
The Italian Chamber is now gearing up for its annual signature event, Italy Quality & 
Lifestyle, which is held in June each year. This is the 10th anniversary of Italy Quality & 
Lifestyle.  
 
How Italy Quality & Lifestyle began… 
The first Italy Quality & Lifestyle was held in the year 2000 to celebrate the new 
Millennium. It was the brain child of then Chamber Vice President and Italian banker, 
Luigi Grisi, in line with an Italian ministerial directive on such events worldwide. With 
no budget and very little manpower at the Chamber, Mr. Grisi, assisted by Susan 
Lavender (the Chamber’s current Vice President), canvassed the Italian business 
community and visited many Italian companies in Hong Kong in person to seek 
sponsorships to make the event possible. Some thought that it was a pipe dream which 
could not be realized. Instead Italy 2000 resulted in a variety of interesting activities, 
including a show case of major Italian products and services and a display of a shiny red 
Ferrari at Pacific Place. Luigi and Susan recall staying up all night in Pacific Place to 
supervise the set up of the event. Until the last minute it was not sure whether the Ferrari 
could actually get into the Garden Court area. When it finally did, Luigi and Susan were 
allowed to get into the car as it was driven into position in the centre of the display area. 
Other events included an Italian painting exhibition and a demonstration of how to make 
and tasting of tortellini, Italian dumplings, which may well have originated with Marco 
Polo’s bringing back Chinese jiao zi to Italy!  
 
Due to the resounding success of Italy 2000 the Chamber decided to hold the event 
annually from then on as its signature event. Through the years Italy Quality & Lifestyle 
has hosted many different events, all with the hallmark of the best which Italy has to offer. 
Some years have had particular themes, such as the year the city of Rome was featured, 
complete with a replica of the Coliseum and a gladiator fight in Times Square! Other 
years have incorporated special types of activities, such as Italy 2001, which was the 
subject of a live broadcast by RTHK Radio 3 and also included a pizza making 
demonstration by an Italian chef, after which members of the public were allowed to try 
their hand at pizza making and showing their originality by choosing their own toppings 
for their own unique individual signature pizzas. Italy 2005 was one of the largest events, 
including a magnificent show case at IFC of epic dresses and accessories worn by various 
Italian stars, such as Sofia Loren, in famous Italian movies.  
 
Italy 2009: Quality & Lifestyle 
Italy 2009: Quality & Lifestyle is made possible by the general sponsorship of Snatt 
Asia Ltd and the individual event sponsors. Italy 2009 will kick off with the Italian 
Consulate General’s Italian National Day Reception on 2nd June, jointly organised 
with the Chamber this year. The reception will be even bigger and better than last year’s 
resounding success. It will be held again at the Central Plaza Sky Lobby with Italian 
restaurants and food and beverage providers serving up every kind of Italian delicacy 
from pizza to espresso coffee to gelato. 
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For the first time ever, Hong Kong will have an Italian Jazz Festival. Thanks to event 
sponsor Fedrigoni Asia Ltd and airline sponsors Lufthansa/Swiss Air, the Fulvio 
Albano Trio from the Jazz Club Torino will bring to Hong Kong 3 world-class 
performers from the current Italian jazz scene: Fulvio Albano on saxophone, Gianluca 
Tagliazucchi on piano and Paolo Benedettini on double bass. The Trio will perform a 
concert at the InterContinental Grand Stanford Hong Kong (70 Mody Road, Tsim 
Sha Tsui East) on 12th June. Their repertoire will include music from jazz legends like 
Sonny Rollins and Hank Mobley, as well as their own original compositions. The concert 
will be preceded by a cocktail reception. Tickets for the combined concert with 
cocktail cost $ 280 ($ 250 for Chamber members) and are available from the 
Chamber. 
 
 
In addition, the Trio will perform a concert on 14th June at Broadcasting House, as 
part of RTHK Radio 4’s “Music Beyond Borders” project, which will feature Italy this 
time around. Radio 4 will also highlight the Trio’s music and Italy 2009 itself, in its 
regular broadcasts throughout the month of June. 
 
For classical music lovers there is also plenty in store:- 
 
The most popular and technically outstanding Italian orchestra, “ I Solisti Veneti”, 
directed by Claudio Scimone, will perform a concert at City Hall Concert Hall on 9th 
June , under the auspices of the Italian Consulate General. The Solisti Veneti have 
given concerts in over 60 countries world-wide and make regular appearances at leading 
international music festivals. They have contributed to the soundtracks of various films 
and worked on innovative TV projects with Italy’s state broadcasting authority, RAI.  
 
The Italian Chamber is also organising “The Clarinet at the Opera!”, a clarinet recital 
to be held at the Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts on 7th June. Well-known 
local musicians, Andrew Simon and Warren Lee, will perform some of the most popular 
and best loved Italian opera arias by Rossini, Verdi, Puccini and Bellini. This is an event 
which can be appreciated by new comers to the classical music scene as well as classical 
music devotees. Tickets are available from 4th May from HK Ticketing online at 
www.hkticketing.com at $ 200/$ 150/$ 100. 
 
Considered to be the greatest requiem ever written, “Verdi’s  Requiem” , will be directed 
by Yip Wing-sie, Music Director/Conductor of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, at the Hong 
Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall on 21st June. Prize-winning operatic singers from 
Italy will join the Opera Hong Kong Chorus for this performance. Tickets range from 
$380 to $100 and can be obtained from the Hong Kong Sinfonietta box office, 3/F 
Winsan Tower, 98 Thompson Road, Wanchai, or online at www.urbtix.hk.  
 
The Italian Film Festival of Hong Kong, organised through the Chamber’s 
collaboration with the Italian Consulate and sponsored by Caben Asia Pacific Ltd, 
has become a regular date in Hong Kong’s calendar for movie buffs each June. This 
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year’s festival will open at the Grand Cinema, Elements Mall (Kowloon MTR) on 4th 
June. The opening film is “I am Emma”, a delightful comedy, directed by Francesco 
Falaschi and starring Cecilia Dazzi. The screening will be preceded by a reception at Joia 
Caffè in Elements Mall. Joia is part of the famous authentic Italian Gaia group of 
restaurants. After the movie, opening night ticket holders can enjoy dinner at Joia 
Ristorante with a 15% discount on the overall bill upon presentation of the opening night 
movie ticket. 
 
6 films will be shown in all on 4th, 8th, 11th, 16th, 18th and 23rd June. Tickets are $ 60 
regular, $ 40 concessionary and can be obtained at the Grand Cinema Box Office, 
2/F Elements Mall, 1 Austin Road, Kowloon (Kowloon MTR) or on line at 
www.thegrandcinema.com.hk from  15th May.  Films are in Italian with English 
subtitles; 7.45pm show time, except for the opening film which starts at 8pm on 4th June 
after the Joia cocktail. 
 
A combined ticket is available from the Italian Chamber for the opening night film 
and Joia cocktail at $ 320 ($ 300 for Chamber members). 
 
Italy is famous for its art and design. Italy 2009 will reflect this in style with an 
exhibition of Murano hand-blown Italian glass sculptures by Simone Cenedese, one 
of the youngest and most talented Murano glass masters. Simone Cenedese will come to 
Hong Kong in person for the exhibition opening reception on 19th June at Koru 
Contemporary Art Gallery.  
 
Italian food and beverage will also be featured during Italy 2009’s Italian Food 
Festival.  
 
There will be 2 parts to the Food Festival:- 
 

�  From 2nd to 21st June, the Promotion “A Tavola!” (Come to the Table!) will 
feature Italian chefs creating special menus in their restaurants incorporating their 
own particular regional Italian cuisine as part of a fixed price complete meal for $ 
388 + 10% service charge. Italy has a wide variety of different regional cuisines 
and this promotion will give Hong Kongers a chance to sample a good selection 
of these dishes prepared by authentic Italian chefs from the regions where the 
dishes originate. Casamiawines will offer a glass of Prosecco to accompany the 
meal and Caffè Pascucci will be the coffee partner offering a real Italian coffee to 
finish off the meal. 

 
A press lunch will be held at the Grissini Restaurant, Grand Hyatt Hong Kong to 
inaugurate “A Tavola!” and special cards will be distributed throughout Hong 
Kong displaying the logos of the participating restaurants and photos of the 
individual chefs. 
 

�  During the entire month of June, the promotion “Let’s Eat Italian!” will 
feature a wide range of popular Italian dishes, with international appeal, at 
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participating Italian style restaurants. Participating restaurants will create a set 
fixed price menu featuring favourite Italian dishes. 

 
Full details of all Italy 2009 events will be in the Italy 2009 booklet, 10,000 copies of 
which will be distributed throughout Hong Kong. 
 
Readers can bring some Italian sunshine into their lives this spring by picking up a copy 
of the Italy 2009: Quality & Lifestyle booklet and joining in the events.  
 
Manuele Bosetti, the Italian Chamber’s General Manager, can be contacted on 2521-8837 
or email to mbosetti@icc.org.hk  


