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2008 Italian Film Festival of Hong Kong

Italy 2008: Quality & Lifestyle

Organized by the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong 

Under the auspices of the Consulate General of Italy in Hong Kong

 which has kindly provided the films

with thanks to Alitalia Cargo for transporting the films

Sponsored by Caben Asia Pacific Ltd

· Where?

At the Grand Cinema, Hong Kong’s new state of the art cinema opened in 2007 at Elements Mall, Kowloon MTR station, operated by Multiplex Cinema Ltd, 2/F, Elements, 1 Austin Road West, Kowloon (Kowloon Station MTR) 2196-8170.

· When?

June 5th, June 12th, June 17th, June 19th, June 24th, June 26th,   7:30pm show time.

· Language?

Films are in Italian with English subtitles.

· Ticket Purchases:-
1. Combined Cocktail Reception+Opening Film ticket: 5th June

There will be a cocktail reception to inaugurate opening night on 5th June on the terrace of Stormies (Elements Mall). A combined ticket is available at $300 per person for the cocktail and the opening night film, Agata e la tempesta. Please use the attached booking form to book the cocktail+film ticket.
2. Individual film tickets
Price: $60 regular price. $40: students and seniors

Tickets can be purchased:-
· In person from the Grand Cinema Box Office, 2/F Elements Mall, 1 Austin Road, Kowloon or 

· On-line from the Grand Cinema website: www.thegrandcinema.com.hk
Call the Italian Chamber at 2521-8837 for any further enquiries.

Films:-

Agata e la Tempesta (Agata and the Storm)
Opening night film.

Date and Time: June 5th, 7:30 pm (following  cocktail reception)
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Genre: Romantic Comedy

Year: 2004

Director: Silvio Soldini 

Cast: Licia Maglietta, Giuseppe Battiston, Emilio Solfrizzi, Claudio Santamaria, 

Marina Massironi, Remo Remotti

Run Time: 125 minutes

From the Director of multi-award winning Pane e Tulipani ("Bread and Tulips"), Silvio Soldini, Agata e la Tempesta is a romantic comedy about Agata, a young woman who develops an infatuation for Nicola, a younger, handsome, married man who idolizes her. Agata is a happy middle-aged bookshop owner living alone in Genoa, who causes magnetic storms when she gets excited. One day Agata realizes that her brother, Gustavo, is not her real brother. Once Gustavo finds out from his real brother, Romeo, that he was actually adopted, he goes through an identity crisis. As the emotional storm brewing in her own life upsets Agata’s self-confidence, she sees the surge of her feelings mirrored in nature.
Dopo Mezzanotte (After Midnight)

Date and Time: June 12th, 7:30 pm
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Genre: Romance

Year: 2004
Director: Davide Ferrario

Cast: Giorgio Pasotti, Francesca Inaudi, Fabio Troiano, Francesca Picozza, Silvio Orlando, Andrea Moretti, Andrea Romero
Run Time: 92 minutes
In After Midnight, the magical Mole Antonelliana (the cavernous Museum of Cinema in Turin, Italy) is the setting and inspiration for a rather unlikely love story. One fateful evening, Martino, a passionate cinema buff and the museum's timid night watchman, comes to the aid of Amanda, an enchanting young fast-food cook on the run from the police after dousing her overbearing boss with hot oil. Martino's dreamy kingdom of silent movie characters becomes a refuge for Amanda as she awaits rescue by her devilish car-jacking boyfriend Angel. Fascinated by the museum, Amanda develops a surprising romantic connection with Martino, who until now has only found companionship in his celluloid dreams. Torn between her newfound feelings for Martino and her troubled relationship with the irresistible Angel, Amanda attempts to balance the affections of her two suitors. Misadventure and chaos follow as the characters become embroiled in this dubious love triangle. Infused with humor, intelligence and passion, After Midnight is a masterful homage to the silent movie era. Ferrario's daring visual choices and unconventional storytelling make for a charming celebration of love and cinema.  

Il Manoscritto del Principe (The Prince’s Manuscript)

Date and Time: June 17th, 7:30 pm
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Genre: Drama

Year: 2000
Director: Roberto Ando’
Cast: Michel Bouquet, Jeanne Moreau, Paolo Briguglia, Giorgio Lupano, Leopoldo 

Trieste

Run Time: 93 minutes

Roberto Ando’ directs this biopic about Sicilian aristocrat Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, who gained posthumous fame with his novel “The Leopard” (Il Gattopardo), (which was later made into a film by Luchino Visconti), and his relationship with two young protégés. Set in Palermo during the 1950s, the film centres on Marco Pace (Paolo Briguglia), a brilliant, taciturn university student and struggling writer who gets introduced to Prince Tomasi di Lampedusa (Michel Bouquet). The youth unfortunately mistakes the Prince's preachy self-absorption for paternal interest and is thus disappointed when his former mentor adopts rich relative Guido Lanza (Giorgio Lupano) as his heir. As the film progresses, a quiet rivalry builds between the two young men. 

Sfiorarsi (Gazing)

Date and Time: June 19th, 7:30 pm
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Genre: Romantic Comedy

Year: 2006

Director: Angelo Orlando

Cast: Valentina Carnelutti, Angelo Orlando, Giorgio Caputo, Ettore Belmondo, Lena Reichmuth, Mimosa Campironi 

Run Time: 105 minutes

Paolo is a 40-year-old photographer. Despite his age, he cannot resign himself to love just one woman, as he is continually falling in love. Celine is a 28-year-old Italian-French actress with a failed marriage behind her and a 10-year-old daughter. Both Paolo and Celine live in Rome and have some mutual friends. Leading mundane but hectic lives, they manage to bypass each other frequently. The occasions for them to meet are many but they are both too busy to stop and ever really meet eye to eye. By doing so, they miss the opportunity to find the perfect partner in each other. Paolo and Celine discover their love when their lives finally intertwine in a movie set in Paris.

Basta un Niente (Before You Know It)
Date and Time: June 24th, 7:30 pm
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Genre: Comedy

Year: 2006

Director: Ivan Polidoro

Cast: Gianfelice Imparato, Giovanni Ferreri, Mimmo Esposito, Lorenza Indovina, 

Roberto De Francesco

Run Time:  95 minutes
Monotonous days go by one after the other for the citizens of this small town in the Gulf of Naples. Peppe is unemployed except for an occasional stint driving the hearse for the city authorities; Ivo works as the postman and Rosario is the cemetery custodian and distracted husband of Patrizia, a restless Italian teacher who dreams of a more adventurous life. In the attempt to make ends meet and find distraction from their daily life, our three heroes play music now and then in the towns clubs with no success. Everything changes when the three friends hear the news of the death of Paolo e’Fierro, a local Mafioso. Their attempt to change their lives dramatically turns them into unlikely thieves as it turns out Paolo e’Fierro is actually pretending to be dead in order to avoid the loot from his latest hit with the local boss, and three friends soon find that not everything goes according to plan. 
Il Vento fa il suo Giro (The Wind Blows Round)
Date and Time: June 26th, 7:30 pm
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Genre: Drama

Year: 2005

Director: Giorgio Diritti
Cast: Thierry Toscan, Alessandra Agosti, Dario Anghilante, Giovanni Foresti

Run Time:  110 minutes
The inhabitants of Chersogno, a small village in the Italian Alps, continue to speak an ancient language even today: the Langue d‘Oc. There are very few people left who live in the village and most of them are old. The young generation has decided to leave the town and find work in big cities, like Turin. The story begins with the arrival of a new inhabitant and his family. His name is Philippe and he is a French shepherd. Some years before, Philippe decided to quit his job as a teacher and become a shepherd - he wanted a better relationship with nature and its beauty. The first days in Chersogno are good for Philippe and his family; the old people of the town are happy about the changes brought about by the newcomers. After a while, some of the inhabitants begin to envy and mistrust Philippe, not wanting him to become a member of their community. For Philipe and his family a time of trials and hardships begins. 
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