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Consul General of Italy, Ladies & Gentlemen, Signori e Signore, Mesdames Messieurs welcome, benvenuti, bienvenus!
We are honoured to have here tonight not only members of our own Italian Chamber but also members of the French Chamber and a variety of other guests. We are launching a new format for tonight’s seminar: the cocktail seminar! We welcome your views on the format for future Chamber events!
Italy’s image in Hong Kong is synonymous with style, the high watermark of artistic flare. It embodies the artistic talents which have flowed through the veins of Italians from the time of Masters like Leonardo Da Vinci and Michelangelo to its modern day designers of fashion apparel, accessories, jewellery, hand bags and technical products, to name just a few! This artistic talent has, however, been vulnerable to exploitation by IP pirates, particularly in the Asia Pacific region. 

So we are very happy to hold this special seminar tonight: “Luxury Goods Between Art and Law” presented by the Italian Law firm Franzosi - Dal Negro - Pensato - Setti. Franzosi law firm is a new member of our Chamber. Headquartered in Milan it has a solid reputation in intellectual property protection. The law firm also has offices in Rome and Venice and has recently also opened offices in Warsaw, Poland and in Shanghai.

The seminar will feature speakers from Franzosi law firm as well as guest speakers representing Italian luxury brands and those having grass roots experience in dealing with protection of luxury brands.

The following is a very brief run down of the Franzosi lawyers who will speak:-
Prof. Avv. Mario Franzosi is founding Partner of Franzosi law firm, founder and former president of the Italian Jury of Design, Visiting Professor at Washington University on European IP Laws. He is a prolific writer of both legal books and articles in various languages.
Avv. Federica Santonocito is a Partner at Franzosi dealing in IP matters, including litigation. She has written various articles in various languages on IP related topics and is a regular speaker at national and international conferences.
Avv. Fabio Giacopello heads Franzosi’s Shanghai office and specialises in IP matters. He has postgraduate qualifications in European Community Law and a Masters in IP Law from the University of Messina.
Avv. Ombretta Fabe Dal Negro is a senior Franzosi Partner. Her clients include various fashion multinationals. She has extensive experience in distribution and insolvency matters.
Avv.  Stefano Candela has been with Franzosi law firm since 2001 and specializes in commercial and corporate law and litigation. He has undertaken an internship with Dickstein Shapiro in New York and is working on a co-operation project with the famous Bocconi University of Milan.
Among the guest speakers tonight, I would like to mention:-

Mr. Gianluca Traverso, General Manager of FURLA Hong Kong. 
I am particularly happy to have Gianluca here tonight because he is also a member of our Chamber’s Executive Committee and because FURLA is a company from my home town of Bologna. FURLA makes fabulous fashion handbags and accessories as I am sure you are all aware from their extensive presence throughout Hong Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Before joining FURLA Gianluca worked for the famous eyewear brands Persol and Safilo and for PRADA, among others.
Mr. Giovanni Di Salvo is a Partner of StraBranding. Before taking up this post he worked for Valentino Hong Kong and Prada Asia Pacific.
Mr. Marcello Dini is Project Manager at Sisvel SpA. His areas of interest include I.P. and Patent Licensing.
Please forgive me for having given such brief presentations of such distinguished guests. The number of speakers tonight and their extensive credentials make it impossible to do them justice within the scope of this speech so I think the best thing is just to let them speak for themselves.
There will be a cocktail reception following the seminar at which you will have an opportunity to meet the speakers and ask questions on a one to one basis. 

So let’s get started with LUXURY GOODS BETWEEN ART AND LAW!
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