FROM CHAIRS TO HANDBAGS AND MUCH MORE IN BETWEEN!

“Luxury Goods Between Art and Law”
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On 16th April 2008, the Italian Chamber hosted a unique seminar: Luxury Goods Between Art and Law presented by Italian law firm, Franzosi - Dal Negro – Pensato – Setti and its guest speakers. The seminar was unique in more ways than one!

First, the content and format of the seminar were innovative. The Franzosi lawyers’ legal presentations on the protection of the intellectual property of luxury brands were kept short and entertaining while still being highly informative. In between these presentations, a representative of Hong Kong Customs addressed the participants. These technical presentations were followed by 3 guest speakers who related their own personal experiences connected to Italian luxury brands.

Secondly, this was a cocktail seminar, the first seminar held by our Chamber in this format. The seminar presentations were followed by a cocktail at which the participants were able to ask questions directly to the speakers on a one to one basis and chat with them and other participants over a canapé and a drink. We welcome your feed back on this format. Please let us know if you would like more cocktail seminars and also let us know your feelings about working lunch seminars and more formal dinner seminars.
We were honoured by the presence at the seminar of the Italian Consul General of Italy in Hong Kong, Mr. Alessandro De Pedys, the Consul of Italy in Hong Kong, Mr. Marco Cerbo, the Italian Trade Commissioner, Mr. Romano Baruzzi and the Commercial Attaché of the Italian Consulate, Ms. Alida Pozzali.
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We invited the European Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong to participate in this seminar and a number of members of the French Chamber attended the event. There were also a variety of participants from other overseas locations, including the U.K., Spain and India.

Five Franzosi lawyers travelled to Hong Kong from Italy and Shanghai to give the presentations, including Prof. Avv. Mario Franzosi, founding Partner of Franzosi law firm, who made the first presentation: “Innovation, Innovation, Innovation”. We were all charmed by Prof. Franzosi, who was, to my mind, the quintessential professor, wise and witty all at the same time, making his presentation very enjoyable to digest. I will not easily forget the distinction between “design” (a correct shape for a utilitarian function) and “style” (clearly distinguishable aesthetic creation conveying the impression of beauty, distinction and wealth) so graphically portrayed by the images of a functional yet sleek coffee pot (design) and 3 very different chairs revealing, through their progression, the true meaning of style!

Prof. Avv. Franzosi was followed by Franzosi Partner Avv. Federica Santonocito, specializing in IP law, and Avv. Fabio Giacopello who heads Franzosi’s Shanghai office. Their presentations, entitled “Court and Customs” dealt respectively with Enforcement in Europe and in China.

Next Mr. Jim Kwok, Head of the IP Investigation Bureau of Hong Kong Customs, demonstrated, in his presentation “Ship and Sleep”, how seriously IP enforcement is taken by the Hong Kong government. He described the various actions taken by Customs to discover, prevent and penalize IP abuse.

Next up was Senior Franzosi Partner, Avv. Ombretta Fabe Dal Negro, whose addressed us on  the topic of Licensing for Luxury Goods in the presentation “Brand versus Image”. She was followed by Avv. Stefano Candela speaking on distribution in Europe and China in the presentation “Sell and Get Paid”.

The concluding portion of the seminar was composed of the presentations of the 3 guest speakers who gave the entrepreneurial viewpoint of luxury goods’ IP protection. These speakers were Mr. Marcello Dini of Sisvel S.p.A., Mr. Giovanni Di Salvo of StraBranding and our own Executive Committee member, Mr. Gianluca Traverso of FURLA Hong Kong. Gianluca told us, among other things, about the adventures FURLA’s beautiful handbags and accessories have been through in various parts of Asia….! 

What more could you want ? Apart from a drink, a canapé and a chat, which is exactly what followed to round off the evening, against the backdrop of Hong Kong’s twinkling night skyline from the 56/F of Island Shangri-La !
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Vice President
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